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Questions and Answers

Following are the questions submitted and answers provided for the above-mentioned solicitation. The questions and answers are to be considered as part of the solicitation. It is the responsibility of bidders to check the State Purchasing Bureau website for all addenda or amendments.
	RFP
Section
Reference
	RFP
Page Number
	Question
	State Response

	Section V – Project Description and Scope of Work (Meetings Requirement)
	Not Provided
	Beyond bi-monthly meetings, are there additional required meetings, convenings, or site visits?
	There may occasionally be additional meetings requested as needed. 

	Section V.E – Deliverables
 ECI assessment
	Not Provided
	Approximately how many ECI videos are expected to be scored during the contract period?
	There may be as many as 1400-1600 ECI videos to be scored during the contract period, divided between the fall and spring collection period. 

	Section V.E – Deliverables
 ECI assessment
	Not Provided
	What is the timeline for the two ECI data collection periods?
	ECI data collection is anticipated to take place in October 2026 and March 2027. 

	Section V.E – Deliverables
 ECI assessment
	Not Provided
	Can NDE clarify the expected scope of work for ECI video scoring, including submission process and data entry?
	ECI videos are submitted by field staff through an app managed by the University of Kansas. The scoring happens through the University of Kansas online data system. 

	Section V.E – Deliverables
 ECI assessment
	Not Provided
	Will the awardee be the point of contact and management for sites regarding questions and issues with ECI assessments, and site timeliness of submission?
	The awardee will not be the point of contact for sites regarding questions and issues with ECI assessments or site timelines for submission. 

	Section V.E – Deliverables
 CLASS observations
	Not Provided
	Approximately how many on-site CLASS observations are expected and what are the locations of the on-site observations?
	The need for and location of onsite CLASS observations will be determined in collaboration with the awardee. Sixpence has 19 center-based programs across the state, with many sites having two classrooms. We do a sampling of the sites.

	Section V.E – Deliverables
 CLASS observations
	Not Provided
	How will results of the CLASS observations be provided to sites, a debrief, written report, or both?
	Results are provided through a verbal debrief along with a written report.

	Section V.B – Project Environment
	Not Provided
	Can NDE clarify the expected level of technical assistance and consultation, including the approximate number of trainings or meetings with programs?
	The expected level of technical assistance and consultation with program sites is minimal and will be determined in collaboration with the awardee. 

	Section VI – Cost Proposal
	Not Provided
	Can NDE clarify whether there is a cap or limitation on indirect (Facilities & Administrative) costs
	There is nothing in state statute regarding a limitation for indirect costs within contracts for Sixpence/ Early Childhood Endowment  evaluation.  

	Sections II through IV
	
	How would NDE like acceptance or exceptions for section II through IV documented in the proposal (e.g. should the table for each section be included in the proposal with initials)?
	Yes, please include the tables provided in Sections II–IV in your proposal and complete them as written.

	Not Provied
	32
	Can you please clarify and/or expand upon the expectations of Project Requirement 8: “Manage project operations, including coordination of data dissemination and administrative support, and fiscal and grant.” on page 32 of the RFP? What do “fiscal and grant” refer to?
	This refers to fiscal and grant management including budgeting, reporting, and contract processes with external partners as needed. 

	V.C.3
	Not provided
	As described in Section V.C.3, observations will need to be conducted for no more than 40 classrooms. Can you clarify expectations on observations duration (e.g., one class period, full day, multiple days) and settings (e.g., school district, town)?
	A CLASS observation may take up to 2 hours to complete for each classroom. The need for and location of onsite CLASS observations will be determined in collaboration with the awardee. Sixpence has 19 center-based programs across the state, with many sites having two classrooms. We do a sampling of the sites.

	Project Description and Scope of Work
	pp. 31–32
	Site Snapshot deliverable due date: Site Snapshots are listed in Project Requirements (C.1.f) with a due date of October 1, 2026, and in Deliverables (E.1) with a due date of November 2, 2026. Which due date should proposers follow?
	The due date for site snapshots is November 2, 2026. 

	Project Description and Scope of Work
	pp. 31
	Bi-monthly meetings: Will it be acceptable for bi-monthly meetings to be conducted virtually?
	It is expected that bi-monthly meetings are conducted virtually. 

	Project Description and Scope of Work
	pp. 31
	Classrooms vs. sites: The RFP indicates a maximum of 40 classrooms. Approximately how many sites does this represent (e.g., is one site equal to one classroom, or may a site include multiple classrooms)?
	Sixpence has 19 center-based programs across the state, with many sites having two classrooms. We do a sampling of the sites.

	Project Description and Scope of Work
	pp. 32
	CLASS tool: For the CLASS observations, please confirm that the CLASS® Infant and CLASS® Toddler 2008 versions will continue to be used (rather than the CLASS® 2nd Edition Infant–Toddler tool). 
	The CLASS® 2nd Edition Infant–Toddler tool will be used. 

	Project Description and Scope of Work
	pp. 32
	ECI video recordings: About how many total ECI recordings should the proposers expect to score in fall 2026? About how many in spring 2027?
	There may be as many as 1400-1600 ECI videos to be scored during the contract period, divided between the fall and spring collection period. 

	Project Description and Scope of Work
	pp. 32
	Geographic distribution and site locations: To help with budgeting for observer travel, would you be able to provide an estimated number of observations by county or region? 
	The need for and location of onsite CLASS observations will be determined in collaboration with the awardee. Sixpence has 19 center-based programs across the state, with many sites having two classrooms. We do a sampling of the sites.

	NA
	NA
	Prior evaluator/vendor: Who was the prior evaluator/vendor for 2024-2025? Are they eligible to respond to this RFP? 
	The Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska a public body corporate for and on behalf of the University
 of Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC), Munroe-Meyer Institute was the prior vendor. 
All qualified vendors are welcome to bid.

	Project Requirements
	13
	How many sites are part of the 2025-26 program year? Is it 1 site per district?
	There are 42 sites, typically one to two programs per district. 

	Project Requirements
	13
	How many “prior” years of data is available for analyses?
	Comparisons to prior data will primarily focus on identifying increases or decreases relative to data from 2024-2025. Additional prior years of data may be available for further analyses. 

	Project Requirements
	13
	Is program quality measure data available for prior years?
	Yes, program quality data from prior years will be available. 

	Project Requirements
	13
	Are the program quality assessments the same for the 2026-27 year (Classroom Assessment Scoring System, Infant/Toddler Rating Scales, and Home Visit Rating Scales Adaptive and Extended)?
	Classroom Assessment Scoring System will be used in 2026-2027. The Infant/Toddler Rating Scales and Home Visit Rating Scales Adaptive and Extended will not be used in 2026-2027.

	Project Requirements
	14
	How many observations and/or videos in total are expected for the CLASS?
	The need for and location of onsite CLASS observations will be determined in collaboration with the awardee. Sixpence has 19 center-based programs across the state, with many sites having two classrooms. We do a sampling of the sites.

	Project Requirements
	14
	How many videos in total are expected for the ECI?
	There may be as many as 1400-1600 ECI videos to be scored during the contract period, divided between the fall and spring collection period. 

	Project Requirements
	14
	When are the ECI’s conducted?
	ECI data collection is anticipated to take place in October 2026 and March 2027. 

	Not Provided
	Not Provided
	1. What percentage of data collection is the responsibility of the contractor?
 a. If it is not the sole responsibility of the contractor to do all the data collection, will the contractor lead or support the data collection piece?
	The contractor is expected to oversee the collection of the Class Assessment Scoring System program quality data. All other data collection is primarily the responsibility of Nebraska Children and Families staff, specifically the Sixpence internal evaluation and technical assistance team. The contractor is expected to work collaboratively with this team. 

	Not Provided
	Not Provided
	Can you provide additional details on the expectations for program requirements 6 and 7. Are there any additional deliverables tied to these two requirements?
	There are not deliverables associated with program requirement 6 at this time. The expected level of technical assistance and consultation with program sites is minimal and will be determined in collaboration with the awardee. Cleaned data files associated with program requirement 7 are listed under the deliverables. 

	Not Provided
	Not Provided
	Can you provide additional information about the geographic distribution of the providers who will be assessed? For example, urban versus rural distribution; program type, etc...
	Providers to be assessed are in 19 center-based programs located across the state. They may be located in urban or rural areas. 

	Not Provided
	Not Provided
	How will sites be determined and selected? Who is responsible for selecting the providers/classrooms?
	The need for and location of onsite CLASS observations will be determined in collaboration with the awardee. Sixpence has 19 center-based programs across the state, with many sites having two classrooms. We do a sampling of the sites.

	Not Provided
	Not Provided
	Has NDE established a budget or expected range for this evaluation contract? If so, can you share a not-to-exceed amount or target range to help ensure alignment?
	NDE does not disclose the budget.

	Not Provided
	Not Provided
	Can NDE share who conducted the 2024–2025 Sixpence evaluation and whether that entity is eligible to submit a proposal?
	The Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska a public body corporate for and on behalf of the University
 of Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC), Munroe-Meyer Institute was the prior vendor. 
All qualified vendors are welcome to bid.

	Not Provided
	Not Provided
	Additionally, can NDE provide a direct link to the 2024–2025 Sixpence annual evaluation report referenced in the RFP?   
	The report can be accessed at (note the Sixpence Child Care Partnerships Section is not relevant to this RFP): https://www.singasongofsixpence.org/file_download/inline/c563320b-2b0f-4795-ab91-42028a4378c7

	Not Provided
	Not Provided
	Can NDE provide additional detail on the structure, completeness, and quality of the datasets that will be provided (e.g., level of cleaning required, missing data, and availability of documentation such as codebooks or prior analytic approaches)?  
	The datasets are anticipated to need limited additional cleaning. However, there will be some missing data.  A codebook will be provided.

	Not Provided
	Not Provided
	How does NDE define the primary purpose of this evaluation (e.g., accountability, continuous improvement, policy decision-making)?
	The evaluation provides insight and accountability for the Sixpence Board of Trustees while also prioritizing insights to support continuous improvement. 

	Not Provided
	Not Provided
	Are there specific evaluation questions NDE wants addressed, beyond implementation and outcomes?
	Some specific questions to be addressed in the 2025-2026 evaluation include: 1) To what extent are Sixpence programs meeting program quality  goals?, 2) To what extent are Sixpence families/children meeting goals in child's social-emotional competence, caregiver-child interactions, health outcomes, and maternal health practices? 3) To what extent are Sixpence children developing early literacy skills during their time in the program? 4) Are parents satisfied with their experience participating in Sixpence?

	Not Provided
	Not Provided
	It is mentioned in the RFP that data will be collected by Sixpence prior to July 1, and excel or csv files will be provided to the evaluators for analysis, specifically what administrative data will be made available for this evaluation (e.g., child-level, provider-level, program participation)?
	Family and child enrollment dates and program exit dates (if exited) will be provided. Some program-level administrative data will be made available. 

	Not Provided
	Not Provided
	What outcomes are NDE most interested in (e.g., child development, family outcomes, provider quality, system-level outcomes)?
	Priority outcomes of interest include child developmental progress, specifically early literacy development, and program quality. 

	Not Provided
	Not Provided
	Is there an anticipated budget range for this contract?
	NDE does not disclose the budget.

	Not Provided
	Not Provided
	Has Sixpence partnered with another group in the past to conduct in-person CLASS observations? Is there a preference for partnering with a Nebraska-based group for this aspect of the work?
	Sixpence has partnered with UNMC MMI to conduct in-person CLASS observations in the past. We are open to collaborating with the vendor to determine the best approach to this aspect of the work.
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